[image: image2.wmf]
Official:
Welcome to the marriage of **GROOM** and **Bride**. 

You have been asked to gather here to witness and share in the joy of this union. We will begin with the Ceremony of the Rings

Ceremony of the Rings
Traditionally the passage into the new life of the husband and wife is marked by the exchange of rings. These rings are a symbol of the unbroken circle of love. Love freely given has no beginning and no end, no giver and no receiver for each is the giver and each is the receiver. May these rings always remind you of the vows you have taken. 

Groom:
There was darkness for a long time and then there was light, and that light was you. I can now see the path and our journey begins today. I pledge before this assembled company to be your husband from this day forward. Let us make of our two lives one life. I want you for today, tomorrow, and forever.

Bride:
I have dreamed my whole life of having someone as wonderful as you love me the way you do. I give myself to you as your wife, and I promise here to treasure for all of my days the love we celebrate today. Let us bring together our lives and find ourselves anew each day.

Official to Bride:
**Bride**, will you take **GROOM** as your husband, in happiness and with patience and understanding, through conflict and tranquillity?

Bride:
I will.

Ring is placed on Groom’s finger.
Official to Groom:
**GROOM**, will you take **Bride** as your wife, in happiness and with patience and understanding, through conflict and tranquillity?

Groom:
I will.

Ring is placed on Bride’s finger.
Official:
In the years which shall bring **GROOM** and **Bride** into greater age and wisdom, we hope that their love shall be ever young; that they shall be able to always recover from moments of despair. In this hope, may they keep the vows made on this day, in freedom, teaching each other who they are, what they yet shall be, enabling them to know that, in the fullness of being, they are more than themselves and more than each other, that they are all of us.
 Blessing of the Apaches
Now you will feel no rain, for each of you will be shelter for the other. Now you will feel no cold, for each of you will be warmth to the other. Now there will be no loneliness, for each of you will be companion to the other. Now you are two persons, but there is only one life before you. May beauty surround you both in the journey ahead and through all the years, May happiness be your companion and your days together be good and long upon the earth. 

"Treat yourselves and each other with respect, and remind yourselves often of what brought you together. Give the highest priority to the tenderness, gentleness and kindness that your connection deserves. When frustration, difficult and fear assail your relationship - as they threaten all relationships at one time or another - remember to focus on what is right between you, not only the part which seems wrong. In this way, you can ride out the storms when clouds hide the face of the sun in your lives - remembering that even if you lose sight of it for a moment, the sun is still there. And if each of you takes responsibility for the quality of your life together, it will be marked by abundance and delight." 

Inasmuch as **GROOM** and **Bride** have declared their love to each other before family and friends, I now greet them with you as husband and wife.
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