Alternative Ceremony-Traditional Vows

Officiant:
We are gathered here today to witness the coming together of two people, **Groom** and **Bride**, whose hearts and spirits are entwined as one.  When two people are at one in their inmost hearts, they shatter even the strength of iron or bronze. And when two people understand each other in their inmost hearts, their words are sweet and strong, like the fragrance of orchids. **Groom** and **Bride** now desire to profess before all the world their intention to walk the road of life together. 

**Groom**, do you take **Bride** for your lawful wedded wife, to live in the holy estate of matrimony? Will you love, honor, comfort, and cherish her from this day forward, forsaking all others, keeping only unto her for as long as you both shall live?

**Groom**: 
I do.

**Bride**, do you take **Groom** for your lawful wedded husband, to live in the holy estate of matrimony? Will you love, honor, comfort, and cherish him from this day forward, forsaking all others, keeping only unto him for as long as you both shall live?

**Bride**: 
I do.

**Groom**, please face **Bride** and hold her hands. Repeat after me:
I **Groom**  take thee **Bride**  to be my wedded wife, to have and to hold from this day forward, for better for worse, for richer for poorer, in sickness and in health, to love, honor, and cherish, 'til death do us part.

Now **Bride**, please repeat after me:
I **Bride**  take thee **Groom** to be my wedded husband, to have and to hold from this day forward, for better for worse, for richer for poorer, in sickness and in health, to love, honor, and cherish, 'til death do us part.
May I please have **Bride**’s ring? 
May this ring be blessed so he who gives it and she who wears it may abide in peace, and continue in love until life's end. **Groom**, please place the ring on **Bride**’s finger and repeat after me. “With this ring I thee wed. Wear it as a symbol of our eternal love and commitment.”
May I please have **Groom**’s ring? 
May this ring be blessed so that she who gives it and he who wears it may abide in peace, and continue in love until life's end. **Bride**, please place the ring on **Groom**’s finger and repeat after me. “With this ring I thee wed. Wear it as a symbol of our eternal love and commitment.”

“Now you will feel no rain, for each of you will be shelter for the other.  
Now you will feel no cold, for each of you will be warmth to the other. 
Now there will be no loneliness, for each of you will be companion to the other.
Now you are two persons, but there is only one life before you. 
May beauty surround you both in the journey ahead and through all the years. 
May happiness be your companion and your days together be good and long 
upon the earth.” 

“Treat yourselves and each other with respect, and remind yourselves often of what brought you together. Give the highest priority to the tenderness, gentleness and kindness that your connection deserves. 
When frustration, difficulties and fear assail your relationship, as they threaten all relationships at one time or another, 
remember to focus on what is right between you, not only the part which seems wrong. 
In this way, you can ride out the storms when clouds hide the face of the sun in your lives -- 
remembering that even if you lose sight of I, even for a moment, the sun is still there. 
And if each of you takes responsibility for the quality of your life together, it will be marked by abundance and delight.”
Please kiss each other and find happiness ever after.

Ladies and gentlemen, I present to you the loving couple Mr. and Mrs Abel!
